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Foreword

This number of the COHA Journal is a double issue for the
years 1981 and 1982. This decision was taken in order to conserve
resources for publication in 1983 of a comprehensive inventory of
all oral history projects in Canada which will replace the Journal
for that year.

With respect to subscription, this double issue will be
viewed as a single issue and those who have renewed in either 1981 or
1982 will be eligible for mailing.

Avant-propos

Cet exemplaire du Journal de la Société@ canadienne d'histoire
orale est un deux numéros en un. Il contient en effet les numéros du
Journal pré&vus pour 1981 et 1982. La présentation de deux numéros en
un a été rendue nécessaire afin de permettre la publication en 1983 d'un
répertoire complet des projets d'histoire orale au Canada. Ce répertoire
remplacera donc le Journal pour cette année.

En ce qui a trait aux abonnements, cette publication sera
considérée comme un numéro unique. Les abonnés, nouveaux et anciens,
qui ont renouvelé leur abonnement ou ont adhérés & la SCHO en 1981 ou
1982 recevront une copie du Journal par la poste.

Richard Lochead



The Authors / Les Auteurs

JEAN BRUCE is a policy and planning officer of the National Museums of Canada.
She is the author of two books employing the oral history technique: Last
Best West and After the War. Her third book, detailing the role of women in
World War Two, is in the process of publication.

Jean Bruce est agent de politique et planification pour les Musées Nationaux
du Canada. Elle est l'auteur de deux livres qui utilise la technique de
l'histoire orale: Last Best West et After the War. Son troisiéme livre,
qui décrit le rdle des femmes dans la Deuxiéme Guerre Mondiale, est en voie
d'étre publié.

JEAN DRYDEN is senior archivist at the Provincial Archives of Alberta in
Edmonton. Her paper took the 'negative' position in the debate on the
question: ''Should archivists be involved in the creation and promotion of
oral history?" The debate took place at the COHA conference in Halifax on
June 5, 1981 as part of a special joint session with the Association of
Canadian Archivists.

Jean Dryden est archiviste supédrieure aux Archives Provinciales de 1'Alberta
3 Edmonton. Dans sa communication elle adopte la position 'négative' dans le
débat sur la question: '"Est-ce que les archivistes devraient participer & la
création et promotion de 1l'histoire orale?’ Le débat s'est deroulé au
congrés SCHO & Halifax le 5 juin 1981 lors d'une session spéciale avec
1'Association des Archivistes Canadiens.

DENIS GAGNON est conservateur des archivies sonores & la division du film,
de la télévision et de l1l'enregistrement sonore aux Archives Publiques du
Canada.

Denis Gagnon is custodian of the sound archives in the Film, Television and
Sound Archives division of the Public Archives of Canada.

NICOLE GAGNON est professeur a 1'Institut Québecois de Recherches sur la
Culture 3 1'Université Laval de Québec. Elle a &crit plusieurs articles sur
les sujets des histoires de vies et l'histoire orale dans les revues
universitaires. '

Nicole Gagnon is a professor at 1'Institute Québecois de Recherches sur la
Culture at Laval University. She has written several articles on the subjects
of life history and oral history in academic journals.

GAETAN GERVAIS est directeur de 1'enseignement en francais & 1'Université
Laurentienne de Sudbury. Sa communication fut présentée pour la premiére
fois au congrés de la Société Canadienne d'Histoire Orale & Montréal le

4 juin 1980.

GCadtan Gervais is director of the french language courses at Laurentian
University in Sudbury. His paper was first presented at the COHA conference
in Montreal on June 4th, 1980.

RON GRELE is presently the director of the Oral History Research office at
Columbia University. He is also the founding editor of the International
Journal of Oral History and a member of the Executive Council of the Oral



History Association of the United States. His paper was originally delivered
at the COHA conference in Montreal on June 3, 1980.

Ron Grele est le directeur de 1l'office de Recherche en 1l'Histoire Orale &
1l'Université Columbia & New York. Il est aussi le rédacteur fondateur du
International Journal of Oral History et membre du conseil exécutif de
1'Association de 1'Histoire Orale aux Etas-Unis. Sa communication fut

présentée pour la premiére fois au congrés de la SCHO & Montré&al le 3 juin
1980.

DAVID MILLAR has recently completed a doctorate in labour history at York
University and is presently teaching in the History Department of the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg.

David Millar a récemment terminé son doctorat en histoire du travail 3
1'Université York a Toronto et enseigne maintenant au département d'histoire
de 1'Université de Winnipeg.

DEREK REIMER is head of the Sound and Moving Image Division of the Provincial
Archives of British Columbia in Victoria and editor of Sound Heritage. His
paper took the 'positive' position in the debate: '"Should archivists be
involved in the creation and promotion of oral history?”

Derek Reimer est chef de la division audiovisuelle des Archives de Colombie
Britannique & Victoria et rédacteur de Sound Heritage. Sa communication
représente la position 'positive' dans le débat sur la question: '"'Est-ce que

les archivistes devraient participer & la création et promotion de 1'histoire
orale?™

JIM TESTER is a former president of Local 598, Mine-Mill and Smelters Union
in Sudbury. He is presently retired and in the process of writing a labour
history of Sudbury based on oral history interviews. He also writes a column
for Northern Life magazine.

Jim Tester est un ancien président du Local 598, du Syndicat Mine-Mill &
Sudbury. Il est maintenant 3 la retraite et est en train d'écrire une histoire
des ouvriers de Sudbury basé&e sur des entrevues de 1l'histoire orales. Il

Ecrit aussi une chronique dans le journal Northern Life.




Collections of Interest

"In Flanders Fields": radio series and oral history

On November 11th, 1964 CBC Radio broadcast the first in a series of seven-
teen one-hour programs entitled '"Flanders Fields'" which documented Canadian
participation in the First World War. Described as "one of the largest tape
recordings ever undertaken by the CBC"; the series was over two years in
preparation during which over 600 hours of interviews were recorded with
veterans of ''the war to end all wars'. These interviews, after being used as

source material for the programs, were then sent to the CBC archives for stor-
age.

In 1980, in recognition of its historical value, this hugh collection was
transferred to the Public Archives of Canada. For although the programs were
an outstanding success from the perspective of radio broadcasting; the 600 hours
of unedited interviews were - from the perspective of archives - of a far more
significant value. But perhaps historical value can be best judged by an
extract from an interview in the collection itself.

The interview transcribed below is particularly noteworthy on several
levels. First, it demonstrates that important contributions to the historical
record can be made through oral history interviews generated for reasons other
than archival. At present, this collection represents the largest single oral
history project in Canada even though it was undertaken by the CBC for broad-
cast purposes in 1964, long before "oral history" became a recognized team and
collecting oral history recordings a recognized archival activity. Second, the
interview reveals the power of the oral history technique when it concentrates
in the areas where it is strongest: descriptions of human reactions to social
conditions. In this particular recollection the interviewee does not focus on
controversial battles or personalities but rather the description of life in
the trenches and the actions of fellow soldiers. Oral history is thus employed
to recount a history of the war from the vantage point of the infantryman where
attitudes and emotions count more than statistics and are necessary to explain
the statistics. 1In this sense this oral history interview is noteworthy from
a third and perhaps most important level in that it offers another interpreta-
tion of the war based on social history rather than the more conventional
strategic and diplomatic interpretatioms.

Oral history interview of Greg Clark, journalist,l for broadcast on CBC
radio series "In Flanders Fields'" November 1964 to March 1965.

"My attitude on war history. I sent two or three copies of Nicoholson's
book™ to some of my old troops when it came out and one of them wrote a very
interesting letter back. He said that he enjoyed it. The maps, he thought,
were so interesting. He hadn't seen any maps for a long time that were as



intimate as these in the relation to him. But, he says 'Mr. Clark, this wasn't
the war. This fella talks only about battles and operations'. Now that to me,
was a very interesting thing. This wasn't the war he remembered. Battles, yes,
they are decisive incidents in war. But the longer the history lives, the more
and more history withers into the decisive incidents of battles what we forget
is the experience of those half million canadians......The picture of the war

is wrong in the eyes of historians. Even if they were there, even if they
participated, they have forgotten to remind us of one thing, that from the sea
up near Ostende,” some hundreds of miles waving and weaving across Belgium and
down through France over hill and valley and plain and river, down across and
back up into the mountains, three hundred and some miles I think it was, was
this ribbon of stealth. Some places it would be only a mile wide, other places -
because of the flat terrain - it was wider. This ribbon or belt of absolute
stealth, day and night, week after month after year, for four years - never
changing; this ban of deathly stealth in which no man moved or spoke loudly.
When you entered it from behind whatever hills or other cover enabled you to

be yourself (chatting and marching and slouching along with your unit); suddenly
you entered this strange, mysterious unearthly land of stealth. And in that
stealth, millions of men - British, French, Germans, Americans, every natiomnal-
ity lived years of their lives. ©Now, it never relaxed. There were shots, there
were sounds. There was the distant sound of the gun firing. There was the
weird, unearthly howling of shells. There would be the crack and explosion of
shells. There would be strange, meaningless rifle shots; little random un-
associated rattles of half-dozen bursts of machine guns-in the night and even

in broad day. These sounds in this stealth only accentuated it and gave it a
more unearthly and slightly lunatic sense. You were living in this strange,
weird and wonderful thing not for a little while; battles came and broke it and
smashed it into a thousand million pieces, but then the battles subsided and

the stealth retumned.

Now they speak of trenches in this strange ribbon of deadly stealth across
Europe. Trenches is too romantic a name. I mean, it visualizes for you some-
thing that wasn't true. These were ditches - common, ordinary ditches. From
six to ten or twelve feet deep, averaging eight feet deep when new, but lived
in week after month after year they took on the character just of ditches. As
time went by-we had no garbage disposal, no sewage disposal; - they became
filthy. You threw everything you didn't want out over the parapet or the para-
dole. And if you stood ever at a place where, with powerful binoculars, you
could look at the trenches; you saw this sort of strange line of garbage heap
wondering up hill and down dale as far as the eye could see. And that in that
setting men lived - month, year after year...

Now, I don't know if I am successfully conveying this sense of dirt and
unpleasantness. In addition to the fact that it was a sort of a garbage dump
ditch miles and miles long as the home of men, the latrines were little trenches
off the main trench. These, when they became too offensive were filled in and
a new one dug. But these main trenches were held some times months on end.

They became very sour. The smell, as I think most soldiers will recall it, in

those dugouts was a sour strange odour overlaid in winter by the smell of coke
gas.

I think now, having sort of described this strange and eerie world in

which they lived and which was the war to them, battles, perhaps, were even
welcome as a little excitement...






